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BIODIVERSITY MONITORING AND CONSERVATION:
BRIDGING THE GAPS BETWEEN GLOBAL COMMITMENT
AND LOCAL ACTION

organised by Sarah Durant, Nathalie Pettorelli, Ben Collen, Linda Krueger,
Matthew Hatchwell and Jonathan Baillie

Biodiversity conservation is becoming an increasingly urgent imperative in the
face of accelerating degradation of natural ecosystems. Effective conservation
depends on our ability to measure and monitor biodiversity change, and on the
responses to biodiversity loss of a wide group of stakeholders and actors,
including governments, local communities and the international community.

A range of biodiversity indicators are under development to assess progress
towards the 2010 targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
However, whilst the 2010 targets provide an important mechanism by which to
assess global biodiversity change, ensuring that appropriate monitoring systems
are in place and translating monitoring results into effective conservation on the
ground remains a major global challenge for a number of reasons, including
financial and technical capacity constraints and policy and legal barriers.

Developing a better understanding of the difficulties faced by countries in
meeting their obligations under the CBD and helping bridge the gap between
international commitments and local action is the major theme of this
symposium. Thus, the symposium will first assess the methodologies and
techniques currently available to monitor biodiversity, go on to explore those
which are likely to be available in the future, and finally examine how best to
ensure that biodiversity monitoring and responses to biodiversity change are
incorporated effectively into policy and practice at national and local levels.

Image credits: caterpillar: Damiano Luchetti; cheetah & wildebeest: Sarah Durant, ZSL;
Red Sea reef: Mohammed Al Momany, NOAA; sooty terns & tree ferns and kiekie: AK Kepler.

The symposium will provide a synopsis of the best current thinking on how to monitor
biodiversity loss and how to ensure monitoring results have real impacts on conservation.

Tickets must be booked in advance; the deadline for registrations is 5 June 2009. A registration
form and flyer will be available from 1 March 2009 at www.zsl.org/science/scientific-meetings.

Prices for two days (or part days) £130 (£65 for students or ZSL Fellows & Friends)

for one day (or part day) £80 (£40 for students or ZSL Fellows & Friends)
Lunch and refreshments are included. A 3-course dinner with the speakers will be held on the
Thursday evening and tickets are an additional £40 per person. Please indicate if you have any
special dietary requirements on your registration form.

Relevant posters will be on display throughout the meeting and attendees will have the
opportunity to study posters and interact with speakers and delegates during breaks. Please
email poster proposals to joy.hayward@zsl.org for consideration by 22 May 2009 (max 250
words). Notification of accepted poster presentations will be given by 29 May 2009.

Further Information: please see www.zsl.org/science/scientific-meetings or contact
Joy Hayward, Scientific Meetings Coordinator, ZSL, Regents Park, London NW1 4RY, UK.
Tel:+44 (0)20 7449 6227. Fax: +44 (0)20 7449 6411. E-mail: joy.hayward@zsl.org.




