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AT THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON 
 

 

13 May 2008 at 6.00pm    |    www.zsl.org/science/scientific-meetings/    |    Admission free 
 

 

THE FROZEN ARK PROJECT 
 
The Frozen Ark Project was launched in 2003 by a consortium of ZSL, the 
University of Nottingham and the Natural History Museum. Its purpose to collect, 
preserve and store DNA and viable cells from animals in danger of extinction 
worldwide. The project focuses on the animals that are expected to disappear 
within the next few decades, obtaining samples from captive breeding 
programmes, zoos and wild populations. 
 
Implementation of this project has raised a number of practical, legal and 
theoretical issues about prioritization, access to samples, and species 
identification, as well as the purely technical problems of freezing and storing the 
materials. Here we aim to review our achievements so far and describe some of 
the practical problems that are getting in the way. 
 

Talks:   
 

The Frozen Ark - an introduction 
Dr Ann Clarke, University of Nottingham 
 

The Frozen Ark: priorities for collection 
Professor Philip Rainbow, Natural History Museum 
 

Challenges and Opportunities: cryobanking of material from endangered 
fish species 
Professor David Rawson, University of Bedfordshire 
 

Cryobanks: how can we use them to support endangered species? 
Professor Bill Holt, Institute of Zoology, ZSL 

 
Organised by Professor Bill Holt, Institute of Zoology, ZSL 



THE FROZEN ARK PROJECT 
13 May 2008 at 6.00pm in the Meeting Rooms, Zoological Society of London, 
Regent’s Park (Outer Circle), London NW1 4RY. For more information, please 
contact Joy Hayward: Tel: 020 7449 6227 Email joy.hayward@zsl.org 
 
3-COURSE DINNER WITH THE SPEAKERS 
A dinner will follow this Scientific Meeting and everyone is welcome. Tickets 
cost £34 per person including two glasses of wine and need to be booked in 
advance. To reserve a place please complete and return the booking form by 
5pm on Wednesday 7 May. 
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If you would like to attend the 3-course meal please complete and post this 
slip, together with your cheque payable to the Zoological Society of London 
for the cost of the supper – £34 per person – to reach this office by 5pm 
Wednesday 7 May at the latest. We regret that bookings can only be taken 
after this if there has been a cancellation from a guest. 
 
Please print clearly the names of those attending the 13 May dinner: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please indicate if you have special dietary requirements, including vegetarian. 
 
 
Contact telephone or email:   
 
I enclose a cheque payable to the Zoological Society of London for £  
 
 
Please post to: Joy Hayward, Scientific Meetings Coordinator, 
Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY. 
 
Food is ordered in advance for exact numbers; 
last-minute cancellations cannot be refunded 


