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Measuring the 2010 target

My, Convention on
7 Biological Diversity
¥

* In April 2002, at the 6" Conference of the Parties of the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) 188 nations committed themselves to actions
to:

“.. achieve, by 2010, a significant reduction of the current rate of

biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national levels”(UNEP
Decision VI/26)

* Trends in abundance & distribution of selected species:
Living Planet Index




Biodiversity in decline
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Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005




Causes of decline

e Land clearance reduces available habitat

» Exploitation removes healthy animals from the population
* Introduced predators and diseases impact ‘naive’ species
 Extinction breaks down ecological networks







Population data

* Various sources and types of data:

- total population size estimates

Collected from
journals, NGO

- biomass estimates, e.g. from fisheries data networks, grey
literature, etc...

- density measures, e.g. birds per km of transect

- number of nests, e.g. marine turtles

* Traceable; geographic location; reputable method,;
minimum two data points; methods are comparable across
years.
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Southern right whale (Eubalaena australis), Indian Ocean (southern coast of South Africa)
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