
‘Assessment of Recent Bushmeat 
Research and Recommendations to 

Her Majesty’s Government’

David Brown, John E. Fa & Leonie Gordon 
for DEFRA



2

Terms of Reference 

� See Handout

� Questions in three broad areas:
� Trends in the conservation status of animal species targeted in the 

bushmeat trade (lead responsibility: JF)

� Bushmeat in human livelihoods (lead responsibility; JF/DBr)

� The Policy implications for HMG (lead responsibility: DBr/LG)

� Study commissioned by DEFRA at the request of the 
Ministers on the Inter-departmental Ministerial Group on 
Biodiversity  (IDMGb)
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Methodology

� Literature review

� Previous work for DEFRA (Bowen-Jones et al)

� Review of MEAs

� Interviews
� Civil servants in DEFRA, DFID, FCO
� NGO staff
� Policy researchers

� A total of 60 days split between the three researchers
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Findings 
1~ Conservation Status

� At present offtake levels: major threats to the conservation 
status of vulnerable bushmeat species (partic. large-
bodied  taxa)

� A threat also to the sustainability of the harvest

� The problem qua bushmeat primarily in W/C Africa; 
offtake orders of magnitude higher than in Amazonia; 
rather different threats in Asia.

� The key is likely to be effective conservation policy in 
protected areas – this is problematic.
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Findings 
2 ~ Bushmeat & Livelihoods

� Bushmeat – important in livelihoods and food security
� Questions over the availability of alternatives and their envtl. effects

� Bushmeat important (if unacknowledged) in national economies

� Unsustainability of the drawdown likely to have negative effects for 
both livelihoods and biodiversity

� Example: Projections for protein availability

� Conclusion: The evidence is compelling on both conservation status 
and livelihoods. The debate is less about the evidence than the 
policies and strategies to address it…..
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Findings 
3 ~ Policy Implications

� This is a topic that should command the interest of HMG

� Mainly as a research topic – the answers are not forthcoming

� Requires action at both international and national levels

� While W/C Africa should be the main focus – policy development 
needs to comprehend different geographical areas and circumstances 

� DEFRA covers the international policy dimension 

� there is limited potential at this level – it is primarily a concern for 
national sovereignty

� As the main challenge is at the national policy level within the 
producer states – DFID likely to be the major UK player
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Why the National Level?

� The harvest is primarily national and local

� Its control is largely within the national domain, with the nation state 
as the main rule-setting agency

� The trade is local, national, regional and inter-continental – but the 
major driver of extirpation is national trade

� The underlying governance problems are mainly national

� The external drivers (deforestation, timber management) are national 
and sub-national in the range states

� There are inter-sectoral effects, at national level

� The international processes acknowledge national sovereignty 
� e.g. CBD: recognises that nations exercise sovereign rights over their 

own national biological resources and need to address overriding
priorities of economic and social development and poverty eradication 
through national policy
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DFID and Bushmeat

� The new aid philosophy:
� Country-led, medium-long term perspective

� Poverty-focused, outcome oriented, comprehensive and prioritised

� Donor partnership under government leadership
� Paris accords (donor harmonisation/host country alignment)

� The aid instruments:
� Sector-wide approaches

� Aid modalities such as multi-donor budgetary support

� This new aid architecture has lifted the debate above the commodity level, as 
regards entry points for donors.

� Has led to much greater conceptualisation and intellectualisation of development 
assistance agendas

� There are limited entry points for DFID into national policy
� Finding appropriate entry points into donor strategy is an important challenge
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Potential Entry Points

A. HIGH PRIORITY AREAS:

� Policy Problem 1: bringing the environment into national planning

� Policy Problem 2: Protein sufficiency, evolving scenarios

B. ALSO OF INTEREST:

� Policy Problem 3: National and international security

� Policy Problem 4: Illegal logging

� Policy Problem 5: Remote areas and their problems

� [Bushmeat and climate change?] 
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Policy Problem 1:
Bringing the environment into national 

planning

THEMES AND ISSUES:

� NR and environmental accounting

� Improving investment in environmental management for 
poverty reduction

� Valuation of ecosystem services

� Coverage of environment in PPAs and PRSPs

� Diagnostics of environmental dependence in growth

� Biodiversity effects of economic investment, and 
biodiversity risk assessment
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Policy Problem 2:
Protein sufficiency, scenarios

THEMES AND ISSUES:

� Health and nutrition in national planning strategies

� Costing environmental goods and services

� The protein gap: securing protein and long-term food 
security for the poor
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Steps taken & ways forward

� Report has been circulated to DfID, FCO, JNCC and 
Defra & members of the Bushmeat Working Group and 
IDMGb officials for comment

� Next IDMGb meeting early in the New Year 

� Further consideration post IDMGb

� Publication of the report

� Responses from HMG and others


