ZSL Library : Subject scope

ZSL Library generally concentrates on collecting and retaining material on whole animal zoology and animal conservation. The main subject areas are:

· Taxonomy & systematic zoology





· Descriptive zoology








· Regional & distributional zoology


· Ecology

· Conservation, with emphasis on animals, including:

· Climate and environmental change

· Conservation techniques including population management and   genetics

· Habitat and species conservation concentrating on the following topics: bushmeat and forests, deserts & rangelands, carnivores and people, island ecosystems, marine & freshwater, UK native species

· History of zoology (particularly ZSL)

· History of zoologists (particularly ZSL Fellows and former Fellows) 

· Wild animal management in situ and ex situ, including:

· Husbandry and welfare

· Population biology

· Reproductive biology

· Relevant veterinary science

· Wildlife disease

· Zoo management, including history, design and ethics

· Animal behaviour

· Evolution

There is an overlap and interlinking with these subject headings but broadly they can be considered as core subjects (main headings) and associated subjects (sub-headings). Within the core subjects, essential and selected works only are acquired and the Library does not attempt to cover comprehensively every aspect. The acquisition of associated subjects is even more selective. 

Foreign language material is collected on a selective basis with the concentration on material which is not available in English.

The Library tries to reflect the diversity of the animal kingdom, though the emphasis must be on non-domestic animals.

