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Working with industry to ensure a future for 

wildlife and forests in the C ongo B asin 

An opportunity exists to reconcile econom ic needs w ith w ildlife conservation and ensure 

that developm ent in the C ongo B asin is sustainable. Policy m echanism s to facilitate this 

are in place e.g. national forest law s, FSC  standards, FLEG T and governm ent 

procurem ent policies. These continue to expand and develop but the practical tools to 

achieve im provem ents on-the-ground are not readily available to concessionaires and 

forestry authorities. R ecognizing this, ZSL developed the W ildlife W ood Project (W W P) in 

2007 and in C am eroon established a partnership w ith tw o progressive tim ber producers, 

Pallisco and SFID  (R ougier) w ho together m anage over 6,200 km 2  of forest, larger than 

the adjacent D ja B iosphere R eserve. ZSL provides expertise in m onitoring w ildlife and 

illegal activities, com m unity engagem ent, training and technical support to enable our 

partners to develop, im plem ent and achieve im proved w ildlife m anagem ent w ithin their 

concessions.  

Sustainable wildlife m anagem ent in 

tim ber concessions 

The Zoological Society of London (ZSL), founded in 1826, is a w orld-renow ned centre of excellence for conservation science and applied conservation  

(registered charity in England and W ales). ZSL’s M ission is to prom ote and achieve the w orldw ide conservation of anim als and their habitats. This is realised by carrying  

out field conservation and research in over 50 countries across the globe, carrying out original scientific research at our Institute of Zoology, and through  

education and aw areness at our tw o zoos, ZSL London Zoo and ZSL W hipsnade Zoo, inspiring people to take conservation action. 
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• The Congo Basin forest 

covers over 2  m illion km 2  , a 
vital resource for the region 
and  hom e to a vast array of 
b iod iversity.  

 

• Betw een 3 0 -4 0 %  of the 

rem aining forests are 
allocated  as tim b er 
concessions. 

 

• H ow  these concessions are 

m anaged  w ill have a critical 
role to p lay in ensuring a 
future for the b iod iversity of 
the Congo Basin. 

The C ongo B asin 
Forests   
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The W ildlife W ood Project brings corporate skills and com m itm ent 

together w ith conservation science expertise to enable the tim ber 

industry to contribute to a sustainable future for w ildlife across the 

forests of the C ongo B asin.  It does this by incorporating w ildlife 

issues w ithin concession m anagem ent and providing com panies w ith 

the capacity to achieve this through: 

 

• assisting tim ber com panies to develop and im plem ent 

com prehensive  w ildlife m anagem ent plans for their concessions  

• building capacity w ithin tim ber com panies and the relevant 

governm ent departm ents to carry out, m onitor and certify these 

m anagem ent plans 

• Facilitating the involvem ent of local com m unities in the 

m anagem ent of their forest resources 

• im proving m onitoring and control of illegal activities to support 

initiatives such as the EU ’s FLEG T (Forest Law  Enforcem ent and 

G overnance in Trade) fram ew ork 

• assisting com panies in identifying, m anaging and m onitoring areas 

of H igh C onservation Value (H C V) w ith a particular focus on 

priority flagship species; the great apes and forest elephant. 

• ongoing research to im prove understanding of the direct and 

indirect im pacts of logging on biodiversity in tim ber concessions 

and guide im proved m anagem ent. 

A im s and O bjectives 

W ith the success of the W ildlife W ood Project partnerships 

to date w e plan to apply broaden the scope of its activities: 

 

• Establishing new  partnerships so that the w ildlife 

m anagem ent and m onitoring system s developed can 

be applied in production forests elsew here in the 

C ongo B asin and ultim ately further afield 

• w orking at the policy level w ith national and 

international authorities and certification bodies to 

ensure that law s/standards incorporate indicators of 

good w ildlife m anagem ent helping drive uptake of best 

practice and providing clear and consistent guidelines 

for com panies on w ildlife m anagem ent in tim ber 

concessions 

• the m anagem ent and m onitoring m odel w ill also be 

applicable to other system s of forest m anagem ent such 

as proposed R ED D  (reduced em issions from  

deforestation and forest degradation) schem es, 

allow ing the incorporation of a verifiable m easure of 

biodiversity.  

Future directions  
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M ore inform ation 

For m ore inform ation on this project please contact C hris R ansom  (chris.ransom @ zsl.org)  w w w .zsl.org/w ildlifew oodprojectw w w .zsl.org/w ildlifew oodprojectw w w .zsl.org/w ildlifew oodprojectw w w .zsl.org/w ildlifew oodproject    
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